
    
 

    
 

LARGS SC NEWS - July 2017 
 

Yet another bumper edition, with so much happening, on and off the water: 

 entries now open for Largs Regatta Week, 26th August - 3rd September. 
Full social programme, including RNLI ceilidh, and Ginfest! 

 report on Scottish Windsurfing Championship / further success for Andy 
Brown! 

 "assisted racing" on Wednesdays, and "social sailing" on a Friday evening 
for those who don't want to race etc 

 junior sailing - more big boat adventures with OYT Scotland; training events 

 cruising group - members cruising between Stornoway and North Cornwall; 
next cruise in company this weekend, 21-23 July, for Bute Art Festival; 
cruising notes now on web site 

 Largs SC awarded RYA Scotland Focussed Club Support status 

 quiz nights now on summer break; June 50:50 winners 

 new clubhouse weather and webcam links; pc in Lounge for general use 

 RNLI Largs Lifeboat open day Saturday 29th July - helicopter rescue 
demonstration, raft race 

 save you life if you fall in - learn to float 

 Land Rover / Ben Ainslie Racing Roadshow report - lots of kids taken out 

on the water // well done Largs SC and all the great volunteers! 

 Scottish Opera afloat 

 Firth of Clyde Coastal Rowing Club news 

Scroll down for much more detail on all these topics, and more. 

Gordon Cochrane 

Membership Secretary
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LARGS REGATTA WEEK - 26th AUGUST TO 3rd SEPTEMBER 

Entries are now open for Largs Regatta Week, our major event, with racing for keelboats and 

dinghies, around the buoys and round the Isles of Cumbrae, in the Largs Channel for the 

Midweek Series, and the iconic Scottish Two Handed Race around Arran or Holy Isle. Visit 

www.LargsRegattaWeek.co.uk for full details and entry forms. 

New for 2017!! - Races will now start from closer to the marina, allowing for great spectator 

views from the Largs SC clubhouse balcony, or marina breakwater. Also, the Firth of Clyde 

Coastal Rowing Regatta, including opportunities for everyone to try this new, exciting and family-

friendly sport! 

Ashore, there is a full social programme! 

 RNLI Ceilidh - Friday 25th August - from 8pm in the Regatta 

Marquee, with music by the MacFadyen Sisters. Always a fun night, 

and for a good cause! Tickets £10pp from the Marina Office. 

 Ginfest! - Saturday 26th August, 2-6 pm, in 

the Regatta Marquee, with 10 artisan gin 

producers, learn all about how their gins are 

made, where they come from, meet the people 

behind the distillery and best of all, taste their 

gin! Book your GinFest tickets before the 

end of July and you could win a free bottle 

of Brockmans Gin! Book your tickets HERE 

(tickets £20pp). 

(Strictly over 18’s only. ID may be required.) 

 Band Night - Saturday 26th August, from 8pm in the Regatta Marquee 

This event is FREE to competitors and berth holders. Just come along and enjoy some great 

music and dancing! 

 America's Cup Dinner, Friday 1st September, from 7pm in Largs SC Clubhouse 

For 2017, the formal night of the regatta celebrations will have an America's Cup theme with 

talks from the people who were in Bermuda to support the racing first-hand! Tickets from the 

Marina Office. 

 

SAILING - OPEN EVENTS 

We hosted the Scottish Windsurfing Championships over the weekend of 8th/9th July, for 
Formula Windsurf, Raceboard, RS:X, Techno, and Open Class boards. 

  

http://cmtd1.com/c/443/20f0f2d2d3cd18f0a7f53910dfc12e12ab43613482bdd0ec58f6d22c63440744
http://cmtd1.com/c/443/20f0f2d2d3cd18f0a7f53910dfc12e120ea1c9b45d740c3a98bb4451ef20423b
http://cmtd1.com/c/443/20f0f2d2d3cd18f0a7f53910dfc12e120ea1c9b45d740c3a98bb4451ef20423b
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/regatta-ginfest-tickets-33078032285
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Saturday's conditions were bright and sunny, with a good breeze; Sunday was a wee bit more 
typical of this "summer" so far! Many congratulations to all the winners:- 

Tom Dryden - Raceboard and overall 

Pip Haywood - 1st Youth and 2nd overall 

John Meek - 3rd overall and 1st Scot 

Ali Clayton - 1st Lady 

Ruaridh Somerville - 1st Techno 6.8 

Ariana Johnson -1st Techno 7.8 

Tony Belli - best hat 

Bruce Scott - most stylish fall 

Massive thanks also for the generous donation of prizes to Lomo Sail Repair ScotlandWindsurf;  

all involved organising and managing the event for LSC, and to all the support team, afloat and 

ashore. Thanks also to Kate Bird for the results and photographs. 

 

ANDY BROWN - MORE SUCCESS! 

Largs SC windsurfer Andy Brown built on his retention of his RYA Youth Championship title at 
Weymouth in May by taking bronze at the International RS:X Olympic Windsurfing Youth World 
Championships on Lake Garda, Italy! 

   

News just in - Andy has been selected to represent British Youth Sailing at the 2017 Youth 
World Champs in China this December! Well done Andy! 

Follow Andy on FB - Andy Brown Windsurfing. 

 

ASSISTED RACING // FRIDAY EVENING SOCIAL SAILING 

In addition to the very popular junior and adult sail training 
programme, NEW for this year is "assisted racing". To 
encourage juniors and adults to progress from training to racing, 
which crystallises many skills, the LSTA have introduced a 
programme to help you, on Wednesday evenings. No racing 
experience is required, but you must be able to sail upwind, in 
control (RYA level 3 and above). Meet, changed and rigged, by 
6:30pm. 

Before the racing starts, we will talk you through the course, 
conditions and starting sequence so even if you have never 
raced before you’ll know the ropes! During the race, we will 
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have coaches on the water racing themselves or be offering hints and tips in a following RIB. 
Use your own or LSTA club boats. Contact Johnathan Briggs for more information - 07971 
188358. 

Also helping to improve sailing is the Friday evening "social sailing", where members of all 

ages and abilities can go for a (non-competitive) and fun sail, in their own or club boats, with 

safety cover, then debrief over a refreshment in the clubhouse! Many junior members, and adult 

improvers, have been joining in. See here for more details of the evenings. 

 

JUNIOR SAILING 

Our younger sailors have been out and about! Clare Russell shares the 

following: 

 OYT Scotland - three cadets took part in a 5 day sailing 

experience on OYT Scotland's 70' Oyster ketch Alba Venturer, 

arranged through Largs Academy. They sailed from Oban 

through Corryvreckan to Ardfern, onto Bunessan then 

Tobermory, finishing back at Oban. All thoroughly enjoyed the experience.   

   

   

 Cadet adventures - Russell and McNicol cadets took part in training and the Brown 

Inter-school Cup at Loch Earn, gaining experience of sailing in different wind conditions 

to Largs..... Louise was particularly delighted at sailing in easterlies and not capsizing!  

 Onto Loch Lomond SC for Optimist training with Russell, McNicol and Herrington 

cadets taking part. All gaining confidence and skills in their boats. Particularly learning to 

launch and recover on a lee shore. The club very kindly allowed Louise and Eva to 

borrow Toppers, and the girls enjoyed hours of solo sailing on the loch. 

http://www.largssc.co.uk/node/384
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 I'm in discussion with the Scottish Optimist and Topper groups, trying to arrange training 

opportunities in Largs, including involving our cadets. 

 Congratulations to Daniel Nunn, who was second in the 13-16 age category at the 

Scottish area finals of the Honda Youth RIB challenge, held at Port Edgar on 10th June. 

 

SAILING - CRUISING 

A lot of members have already had their 
"summer" cruise, some returning from the 
west coast cold, damp and windswept after 
some of the poorest June weather for 
years. However, there were still some 
spectacular sunsets, as Night Owl's photo 
from Crinan illustrates. 

Those who went south fared much better, 
and Aztec had only two day's rain in their 
voyage to north Cornwall. Lucky them! 

Many members are now scattered up and down the 
west coast, as far north as Stornoway, regularly 
meeting with other LSC boats, often arranged 
through Facebook postings (see below). 

 

The next cruise in company is this weekend, 21st-23rd July, for the Bute Art Festival. The 
cruise leaders are Hilary Talbot and Jonathan Alldis on Bethany. Hilary asks that those 
interested meet in the clubhouse at 2 pm on Friday 21st, with a view to going to Port 
Bannatyne that afternoon, to ensure spaces. She will try to reserve spaces for those going on 
Saturday. Hopefully BBQ on Saturday evening. More details of the many studios that are open 
on www.butestudiotrail.com/. More information on buses etc on her Facebook posting. 

Thereafter, the next c-in-c is 12th/13th August, probably to Loch Riddon. Ann and Gordon 
Cochrane on Night Owl are the cruise leaders. The full summer programme is on the cruising 
group page of our web site. 

A reminder that the primary method of inter-group 
communication is the Facebook page. You have 
to be a current LSC member, and a Facebook 
user, to join. Go to Facebook, and search for 
"Largs Sailing Club Cruising". This has been set 
up as a "closed" group, which means that only members can see and make posts, and 
applications to join need to be approved by a group member. As a private group, we can share 
cruising plans, locations  etc, without advertising to all and sundry we're not at home!  

We've already had some great information shared re many local destinations, and further 
afield, Ulva, Yotspot (Crinan Canal), and Oban (Kerrera) marina, which is now open again, 
including the Waypoint Grill. Excellent news! 

A reminder also that the cruising notes, collating our experience of lots of destinations in and 
near the Clyde, are now on the web site. See here. Contributions for the winter update welcome!  

 

CLUB NEWS - RYA SCOTLAND FOCUSSED CLUB 

From Ewan Macpherson, Commodore, Largs SC: 

Following an application process, Largs SC has been accepted into the RYA Scotland Focussed 

Clubs Support Programme for 2017-18. 

www.butestudiotrail.com/
http://www.largssc.co.uk/cruising
http://www.largssc.co.uk/cruising
http://www.largssc.co.uk/cruising
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Through this programme, RYA Scotland is looking to support clubs to grow sustainably and 

encourage active membership, through the direct intervention of a Regional Development 

Officer, in our case Robin Nicol. This programme is supported by sportscotland. 

Our successful application required the completion of the sportscotland “Clubs First” 

development questionnaire, the submission of our club development plan, which was updated to 

include the outputs from our January 2017 members development day, and an interview of 

senior members representing the club. These were Marilyn Robertson, Graeme Robertson, 

Gordon Cochrane, Andrew Malone, Fenella Corlett and Martin Latimer, to all of whom special 

thanks. 

The Focussed Clubs Support Programme seeks to engage with clubs who have the ambition to 

change and grow, in particular through partnerships. RYA Scotland will offer guidance and 

support, enabling clubs to work with local community partners and other sporting agencies. 

Whilst there is no specific additional funding available, RYA Scotland will work together with the 

club to contribute to sustaining or increasing our active membership, and help to develop the 

overall club. 

Our club development plan, which includes contributions from many members, is the starting 

point for the Focussed Clubs Support process, and clearly impressed the RYA Scotland 

appraisal panel. 

We are very grateful for the additional resource which RYA Scotland will provide to the club 

through Robin Nicol over the coming months, as a means of advancing our progress and 

ambitions in these changing and challenging times. 

 

 

THE SOCIAL SIDE / ASHORE 

 Clubhouse news - summer hours, tenants for SSI office, pc in Lounge 

 Quiz Nights now on summer break; June 50:50 draw 

 RNLI lifeboat open day - Saturday 29th July - helicopter display, raft race 

 Land Rover / Ben Ainslie Racing Roadshow 

 Scottish Opera at Largs SC! 

 Coastal Rowers news 

 

CLUBHOUSE OPENING HOURS - NOW SEVEN DAYS 

We are now on full summer hours, open seven days, as below: 

Monday, Tuesday 1830 - 2200 

Wed - Thu - Fri 1200 - 2200 

Saturday 1000 - 2200 

Sunday 1200 - 1800 

No alcohol before 1100 on Saturdays, and 1230 on Sundays 

The bar will serve hot and cold drinks during these times.  

Midweek snacks will be available from 12 – 2pm and after 4.30pm. 

Last orders for food are 8pm Friday and 6pm Sunday. 

Last orders 30 minutes before closing time. 

(Advance Group Bookings required to keep staffing costs at a minimum) 
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CLUBHOUSE NEWS 

Most members will know that David Kent of the Scottish Sailing Institute has been relocated to 

the sailing centre on Cumbrae. What was his office off the upstairs landing has now been rented 

to Largs BID (Business Improvement District), whose aim is the improvement and future growth 

of Largs. See http://largsmatters.com/ for more information.  

There is now a dedicated touch screen computer in the lounge for internet access. This is for 

a trial period hoping that no one will change the basic set-up including the start-up screen. It 

would be nice if sticky fingers are avoided too! 

New weather station and webcam links - what was the SSI weather station and webcam are 

now available on the LC web site - weather here, and webcam here. Many thanks to Phil 

Alderson and others for setting this up. 

 

QUIZ NIGHT - SUMMER BREAK 

Quiz nights are now taking a break until Friday 8th September, as so many people 
are away sailing, or on holiday etc. 

 

50:50 CLUB - JUNE DRAW 

The 50:50 Club asks members to take a £5 number in a monthly draw, with 50% of the income 
being returned in prizes, and 50% being spent on "nice to have" items for the club e.g. the new 
furniture, and the larger "smart" tv in the Lookout Lounge. Join in - application forms are 
available on the web site - download this application form, and standing order mandate. 

June winners were drawn at Wednesday evening racing: 

   1st - £60 - Gordon Cochrane 

   2nd - £40 - Sarah Goldie 

   3rd - £30 - John McKechan 

   4th - £20 - John Connelly 

The July draw will be held shortly. Winners will be notified after the draw. 

 

LARGS RNLI LIFEBOAT OPEN DAY 

- SATURDAY 29th JULY 

Go along to the Lifeboat Station on the north 
promenade to see the lifeboat, meet the crew 
(includes at least 3 LSC members!), and find out 

more about lifesaving at sea. 

Watch a rescue demonstration with the new AW189 
Coastguard Helicopter (subject to operational 

requirements). Enter the raft race! 

 

SAVE YOUR LIFE IF YOU FALL IN …. - LEARN TO FLOAT 

If you fall in the water, would you (a) swim, or (b) panic, or (c) 
float?? Panic is almost inevitable, and you might be tempted to 
swim, but there is then a huge risk that you will go into cold water 
shock, gulp water, and drown …  

Watch this RNLI video on how to float until you get more control, 
and increase your chances of survival …. 

http://largsmatters.com/
http://www.largssc.co.uk/weather/live
http://www.largssc.co.uk/weather/webcam
http://www.largssc.co.uk/sites/default/files/LSC-50-50-club-appln-form.pdf
http://www.largssc.co.uk/sites/default/files/LSC-50-50-s-o-mandate.pdf
https://www.respectthewater.com/how-to-float/
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LAND ROVER / BEN AINSLIE RACING AMERICA'S CUP EVENT - Fri 2nd - Sat 3rd June 

From Ewan Macpherson, Commodore, Largs SC - a BIG THANK YOU to all involved from Largs 

SC  - we excelled in hosting this event, one of four around the UK in support of the BAR Land 

Rover America’s Cup challenge. 

   

   

Friday’s event was focussed upon STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) with 

first year pupils from four local schools together with a special needs school, and included 

participatory modules highlighting the technology behind the BAR challenge as well as an on-

water sailing experience for all the participants. 

   

Saturday was for families who had pre-registered, and included several different participatory 

exhibits and experiences for all, including the Land Rover Challenge, and sailing for youngsters. 

LSC was supported by David Frame and other instructors from Cumbrae, as well as our very 

good friends from Firth of Clyde Coastal Rowing Club and 29th Glasgow Scout Group, to all of 

whom a very big thank you. 

LSC members pulled out all the stops, providing sailing instructors, RIB crews, beach 

marshalling, launching and recovery, car parking direction, kitting-up participants, cleaning and 

drying wet suits and other gear, and the clubhouse, the essential tuck-shop, and fulfilling so 

many other hidden tasks to make this event flow so smoothly throughout. 
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My thanks to all of our many members, of all ages, who contributes so willingly, enthusiastically 

and with such good humour to make the event a success for LSC during two days blessed with 

excellent weather.  My thanks also to Julia and to Avril and her team for keeping the ‘engine 

room’ of the club turning so efficiently. 1851 Trust and BAR Land Rover representatives were 

delighted with the results from their perspectives, and in awe of our magical surroundings! 

A successful event incredibly well delivered by the unmatchable LSC team. Thank you all!! 

(Particular thanks also to Marc Turner for his great photographs - http://www.pfmpictures.co.uk) 

 

SCOTTISH OPERA AT LARGS 
SC!! 

Poor weather meant that most of 
the short presentations of opera 
were moved into our clubhouse, 
but the performance of excerpts 
from the Pirates of Penzance etc 
was thoroughly enjoyed by all - 
young and not-so-young! 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

FIRTH OF CLYDE COASTAL ROWING CLUB 

Our friends in the FoCCRC have been very active 
in the last couple of months! From Bob Dawson: 

Netherlands - first Dutch International Skiff 
Regatta, 25-29 May. A small team of FoCCRC 
rowers enjoyed glorious weather on the River 
Maas, competing over 3 days against six other 

http://www.pfmpictures.co.uk/
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teams from Scotland, Killyleagh from Northern Ireland, and three local teams - 177 rowers in 
total! Our youth team won a gold, and we were in the top third of timed events. Many new friends 
were made, and old friendships strengthened. 

   

 

Scottish Coastal Rowing Youth Circuit Regatta - 

North Berwick, 18 June - a small team of young 

members did extremely well in their borrowed skiff 

(and a few other crew members off the beach!), 

bagging an impressive two gold and one silver 

medal from the day! 

 

Striking Gold on Arran - 24-25 June. This was the first coastal rowing regatta to be held in 

Lamlash. Rowing to Lamlash wasn't considered wise, so the team and skiff took the ferry! 

  

Saturday's racing took place under some very stiff breezes, but the teams were rewarded with a 

total of ten gold medals, and the evening entertainment was enjoyed by all. Heads were 

however cleared on the Sunday by a two hour row around Holy Isle!! Many thanks to Lamlash! 

 

Largs Youth Regatta - Saturday 15th July - FoCCRC's 

turn to host this series, helped by Largs SC providing 

safety cover, and clubhouse hosting. All was very 

welcome in increasingly challenging wet and windy 

conditions. The five enthusiastic competing teams (from 

as far away as Banffshire - 0530start!) shared the 

honours after a difficult but enjoyable day. 
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Fifth anniversary celebration - the FoCCR's very 

recently celebrated 5 years of the club with a trip 

across the water to Millport - on the ferry, as it was 

too windy to row! Around 30 members and friends 

enjoyed Saltire and Thistle themed home made 

birthday cakes and other goodies on the beach 

before returning home. 

       

 

OTHER EVENTS TO NOTE: 

Largs Classic cars - Sunday 6th August, promenade. Classic cars exhibition in a huge 
marquee, live music, children’s entertainment, face painting, magician, hot food stalls, licensed 
bar. More information on info@explorelargs.com. 

 

 

Newsletter compiled by Gordon Cochrane, Membership Secretary 

 

 

Links // Contacting the Club, the LSTA, and other links: 

 

LSC office: 01475 670000 

LSC Lookout Lounge / Bar: 01475 670022 

LSC general e-mail: secretary@largssc.co.uk 

LSC web site: www.largssc.co.uk 

LSC Facebook: www.facebook.com/largssc 

FoC Coastal Rowing Club: see here 

Scottish Sailing Institute: see here 

LSTA general e-mail: info@lsta.org.uk 

LSTA web site: http://www.lsta.org.uk/ 

LSTA Facebook: www.facebook.com/largssta 

LSC clubhouse weather: - see here 

LSC webcam (slipway etc): - see here  

LYH webcam (view over E/F pontoon) – see here 

 

mailto:secretary@largssc.co.uk
http://www.largssc.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/largssc
http://www.firthofclydecoastalrowingclub.com/
http://scottishsailinginstitute.com/
mailto:info@lsta.org.uk
http://www.lsta.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/largssta
http://www.largssc.co.uk/weather/live
http://www.largssc.co.uk/weather/webcam
http://www.yachthavens.com/largs/our-haven/web-cam/

