
 
 

 
 

LARGS SC NEWS - April/May 2018 
 

QUIZ NIGHT 

THIS FRIDAY 

11th MAY 

CLUB FUN DAY 

THIS SATURDAY 

12th MAY 
 

FUN DAY - BRING YOUR FAMILY, FRIENDS, 

OTHER BERTH HOLDERS ETC - ALL WELCOME! 
 

In addition to Quiz Night and the Fun Day (full details inside), in this edition: 

 RYA Youth Championships - Friday 30th March to Friday 6th April - full 
report - and MANY THANKS to the 89 LSC volunteers who made the event 
possible 

 club racing - the summer series have started 

 sail training - 42 juniors and 22 teenagers and adults participating 

 cruising in company - also under way. Summer programme on web site 

 Firth of Clyde Coastal Rowing Club news 

 clubhouse summer hours - open every weekday evening, and most of 
Saturday and Sunday 

 host your special event in our clubhouse - christenings to funerals! 

 50:50 winners for April; May draw at Fun Day 

 have you paid your 2018 membership subscription, and berthage? 

Scroll down for much more detail on all these topics, and more. 

Gordon Cochrane 

Membership Secretary 



2 

 

 

QUIZ NIGHT 

THIS FRIDAY 

11th MAY 

 

John and Hilary Connelly host the last 
quiz night of the 2017-18 season! 

Fun and games! 

Buffet supper from 7 o'clock 

- please book in advance: 
club-steward@largssc.co.uk 

Quiz from 8 o'clock 

 

 

 

 

CLUB FUN DAY 

THIS SATURDAY 

12th MAY 

1pm-5pm 

£2.50 entry 

incl coffee & cake 

Children go free! 

Come and enjoy our Fun Day 

with a host of activities on and 

off the water, and plenty to keep 

the children entertained! 

Boat Jumble 

Bouncy Castle 

BBQ 

Children's Stalls 

Water balloon fight (at 3pm) 

Sailing Taster Sessions 
(£5 - please book at 

secretary@largssc.co.uk) 

(cont over) 

mailto:secretary@largssc.co.uk
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CLUB FUN DAY - THIS SATURDAY, 12th MAY 

Julia and other members have been hard at work organising a Club Fun Day, with lots for 
everyone, of all ages! 

   

Bouncy Castle! Water Balloon Fight! With Darth Vader! 

 

  

BBQ! Sailing Taster Sessions! 

Boat Jumble - we would be very grateful for any donations! However, we appreciate that some 
boat spares can be quite costly, so we are happy to offer members the chance to suggest a 
reserve price for any items they donate, and it would be 50/50 to club funds on any sales. 

Please drop them off with me in the office, or upstairs to the bar, leaving your name, contact 
details and any reserve price. If you wish to collect any unsold items please make this clear and 
collect it again on Sunday 13. Any jumble left over will be donated to charity on the Monday. 

Tombola Stall and Raffle - donations of bottles, quality prizes 
etc for these are welcome! 

Model Yacht Raffle - win this magnificent model, which stands 
about a metre tall! 

Bookstall / CD's / DVD's - donations, please! 

Home Baking - any donations would be marvellous - please 
hand these in on either Friday afternoon, or on the morning of 
Saturday 12th. 

Afloat - try sailing! Taster sessions available. Suggested donation £5 - please book at 
secretary@largssc.co.uk 

Also, try coastal rowing - our friends from the Firth of Clyde Coastal Rowing Club are 
offering a chance to try their sport. 

Outline event timetable: 

1:00 official start time but no doubt some may arrive early  

3:00 Darth Vader waterfight on slipway 

4:00 Raffle draw 

4:15 Sink the Boat competition results 

4:30 50/50 draw 

5:00 Laser sealed bids result 

Model yacht draw 

mailto:secretary@largssc.co.uk
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And then, of course, we need members to come along and take part in the day! Bring your 
children and grand children. Tickets for sale now for £2.50 in the office, or in the bar. Children 
go free, and your entry includes coffee and a cake. 

Any queries please e-mail Julia on secretary@largssc.co.uk 

 

RYA YOUTH CHAMPIONSHIPS 

After many months of planning and preparation, The RYA Youth National Championships were 
held at Largs SC between Friday 30th March to Friday 6th April. This event brought together the 
best young sailors (under 21) in the UK, competing in five classes - Laser, Laser Radial, 420's, 
29er skiffs, and Nacra catamarans. Some of Marc Turner's excellent photos below: 

   

   

   

   

mailto:secretary@largssc.co.uk
https://marcturner.photoshelter.com/
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The weather wasn't too kind to us, with wind gusts of 
up to 47 knots being recorded on Easter Monday, so 
all racing was cancelled. It wasn't much less windy 
on the Tuesday, so that day was also lost. However, 
the wind moderated on Wednesday, and serious 
racing commenced. Thursday had balmy sunshine - 
Princess Anne should have come every day! 
However, all fleets sailed at least 8 races, and 50 
races in total were sailed over the three race areas. 

We had 151 boats from all over the UK, 225 sailors, 
so with visiting race officials, parents etc, there were 
around 800 visitors to Largs, all requiring accommodation for a week or more, contributing over 
£250,000 to the local economy - and the club made a reasonably good surplus from the event, 
despite the adverse weather conditions of the first two days. 

Ashore, 700 portions of pasta were served, plus 200 portions of chips, 240 breakfast rolls - and 
30 pieces of fruit … 

   

   

   

All this wouldn't have been possible without the huge contributions of LARGS SC's 
MAGNIFICENT VOLUNTEERS, and their work was recognised at a reception in the clubhouse 
after the event. A grand total of 89 volunteers helped on committee boats, RIBs, slipways, 
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bridge, car parks, media, house and catering duties … and in all the preparation work leading up 
to the championships, and the clear up after. 

A MASSIVE THANK YOU to all volunteers - not only from the club, but also from the competitors 
- we had some very positive feedback: 

 Great championship venue; professional, friendly, caring; great sailing. 

 As usual LSC gave us a very warm welcome and their staff and volunteers are fabulous. 

 Great for sailors to have pasta and well priced food at club - lovely volunteers. Thank 
You. 

 As both a parent of a child competing at the Youth Nationals and a Committee member 
of the 29er Class, I would like to add my thanks to all the volunteers. It was a challenging 
week and everybody was extremely helpful. Thank you! 

Also, many thanks to our event partner, Largs Yacht Haven. 

 

CLUB RACING 

     

Club racing has started, and there are lots of updates, results and photographs (e.g. Billy 
McCarlie's and Cameron Shaw's above) on the LSC Racing Facebook page. 

Barton Marine are sponsoring the Wednesday Night Series - 
we are delighted to announce that Barton Marine will again be 
sponsoring dinghy racing at the club. Barton is supplying prizes 
and goodies for all three series, for both fast and slow handicap 
fleets through to September. New this year will be a prize for the 
best Under 16 Helm in each series. Barton recognise Largs as 
one of the busiest clubs in Scotland and its unique location in the 750 boat Largs Marina, its 
active fleet, youth training and the cooperation with RYAS and the Scottish Sailing Institute.  

As always, volunteers are vital to run the racing programme - if you can assist please do not 
hesitate to contact me. Training is available to improve RIB skills, and understand race 
management. There is also a vacant, major role in terms of Event Coordination - any 
assistance with this will be much appreciated. 

REGATTA WEEKEND - 19/20 May - we are hosting a 
weekend for DZero, Vortex, Skiff type boats. See here for 
more details. Still a few volunteers required - contact 
Julia, please. 

There will be a demo DZero at the club from Friday if you 
are interested in having a go! It looks like the club fleet of 
DZeros will soon be up to 6 - why not make it 7?

http://www.largssc.co.uk/node/447
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LARGS SAIL TRAINING ASSOCIATION 

The 2018 training season is now under way, with 42 Juniors on a Thursday evening, and 22 

adults and teenagers on a Monday evening. 

Jamie Briggs and Ellise Fitzgerald have been picked to sail for Scotland in the “Eric Twiname” 
cup down in Rutland. 

 

SAILING - CRUISING 

The first cruise in company of the 2018 season was a great opening muster to Port Bannatyne for 
5 cruising group boats. Thanks to Carpe Diem for coordinating berthing, hosting arrival drinks, 
booking dinner at the Port Inn, and arranging a walk to Ettrick Bay on Sunday morning. A very 

sociable start to the season, much enjoyed by all..! 

The full 2018 cruise in company programme is now on the LSC web site. The next programmed 
c-in-c is 7th/8th July, as many members of the cruising group are planning to be heading west 
and north (or south) over the next few weeks - some boats plan to leave after this weekend, 
12/13 May, others in the following weeks. 

Remember you can see updates on members' locations, plus lots of hints and tips (e.g. Crinan 
Canal - Yotspot are no longer operating, so pilot services are back with private operators), on 
the cruising group Facebook page. This is a "closed" group,  open to current members of LSC 
only. To join, you have to be a user of Facebook; search for Largs Sailing Club Cruising, and 
apply to join. 

 

UNMARKED / POORLY VISIBLE FISHING GEAR 

The RYA have published an update on the problem of unmarked 
and poorly visible fishing gear, and the Government's response 
to the recent petition on this matter. This article is illustrated with 
a picture of fishing gear "marked" with a seaweed covered 
plastic drinks bottle! 

The RYA is encouraging all water users to report problem gear, 
and entanglements, using this report form. More data on the 
extent of the problem is necessary before action will be taken. 

You can also see LSC member (and former fisherman) Kenneth 
Wilson's comments on this topic on  the cruising group page of our web site. 

 

FIRTH OF CLYDE COASTAL ROWING CLUB (from Melanie Grey) 

Foccrs returned with suntanned faces and arms 

and some new rowing experiences from a regatta 

at Port Seaton on Saturday 28th April hosted by 

Boatie Blest Coastal Rowing. 

This was the first main event of the season, and 

an opportunity to practice 500 metre sprints with 2 

buoy turns requiring sharp coxing and fast 

oarwork. This has set the precedent for the rest of 

the events which will happen up and down the 

east and west coast over the summer with Foccrs 

keen to support local regattas first. 

A report on the regatta at the Royal West Boat Club at Greenock on Saturday 5th May, with over 

20 rowers expected to attend, will follow in a future e-news. 

http://www.largssc.co.uk/sites/default/files/2018%20cruise%20in%20company%20programme_0.pdf
http://www.rya.org.uk/newsevents/news/Pages/rya-acknowledges-government-response-to-fishing-gear-petition-.aspx?utm_campaign=RYA+Cruising+News+-+April+2018+for+gdpr+list&utm_source=emailCampaign&utm_content=&utm_medium=email
http://www.rya.org.uk/knowledge-advice/safe-boating/look-after-yourself/Pages/fishing-gear-incident-report-form.aspx
http://www.largssc.co.uk/sites/default/files/2018.02.07%20-%20marking%20of%20static%20fishing%20gear%20-%20Kenneth%20Wilson_0.pdf
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Training is now on the summer timetable, with evening rows during the week and youth team 

with their own slot on a Sunday. 

The FOCCRS hope to be able to support and encourage members to the LSC fun day on 12th 
May, and also to offer a few rowing sessions for interested visitors. 

 

THE SOCIAL SIDE / ASHORE 

 

HOST YOUR FUNCTION AT LARGS SC! 

 

Remember you can book our clubhouse for social functions - anything from a christening, 
birthday party, wedding - even funerals …  Above is the Fisher Owners Association enjoying 
lunch in April. Contact Julia at secretary@largssc.co.uk. 

 

CLUBHOUSE OPENING HOURS  

The full summer sailing activities have begun, so we are now open every weekday evening, and 

most of Saturday/Sunday: 
 

Monday 17:30 - 22:30 Cadet and adult sail training, food until 

21:30, bar until close) 

Tuesday 17:30 - 22:30 Keelboat racing, food until 21:30, bar 

until close 

Wednesday 17:30 - 22:30 Club racing, food until 21:30, bar until 

close 

Thursday 17:30 - 22:30 Cadet sail training, food until 21:30, bar 

until close 

Friday 17:30 - 22:30 Club nights, private functions 

Saturday 09:00* to late Club activities / sailing events / private 

functions 

Sunday 09:00** to 18:00 Club racing / sailing events 

 

* - Saturdays - no alcohol before 11:00      ** - Sundays - no alcohol before 12:30 

Last orders 30 minutes before closing time 

The staff reserve the right to close early if there are no customers present 

Group Bookings - please book in advance to keep staffing costs to a minimum 
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50:50 CLUB - APRIL DRAW 

The 50:50 Club asks members to take a £5 number in a monthly draw, with 50% of the income 
being returned in prizes, and 50% being spent on "nice to have" items for the club e.g. the new 
furniture, and the larger "smart" tv in the Lookout Lounge. Join in - application forms are 
available on the web site - download this application form, and standing order mandate. 

 April 

1st - £60 
2nd - £40 

3rd - £30 

4th - £20 

Hilary Connelly 

Isabel Gregg 

Chris and Linda Cowpe 

Henry Wilkinson 
 

The May draw will be at the Club Fun Day, on Saturday 12th May. 

 

DISCOUNT CARD 

Some partners (Bosun's Table, Saturn Sails) for our discount 
card have made small changes to their conditions. See here for 
full details, and complete listing of our partners.. 

 

NEW DATA PRIVACY REGULATIONS 

Many members will be receiving communications from organisations they are registered with, re 
updating their data and privacy settings with the new General Data Protection Regulations, 
which come into effect on 25th May. These new regulations strengthen the current Data 
Protection Act. A key feature is that consent can no longer be assumed - members have to 
positively opt in to certain features of the processing and use of their data. 

The Executive Committee is currently finalising the new procedures and documentation 
necessary, and this will be the subject of a special e-mailing to members in the near future. 

 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Subscriptions were due in January, and there are still a number of members who haven't 
renewed. Have you? Check on WebCollect - log in to WebCollect here with the e-mail address 
on which you have received this e-news, enter your password, and go from there. 

If you are not renewing your subscription, we will be sorry to lose you, but PLEASE let Julia or 
myself know, as this saves us a lot of time following this up with you. 

 
 
Newsletter compiled by Gordon Cochrane, Membership Secretary 
 
 
Links // Contacting the Club, the LSTA, and other links: 
 

LSC office: 01475 670000 

LSC Lookout Lounge / Bar: 01475 670022 

LSC general e-mail: secretary@largssc.co.uk 

LSC web site: www.largssc.co.uk 

LSC Facebook: www.facebook.com/largssc 

FoC Coastal Rowing Club: see here 

Scottish Sailing Institute: see here 

LSTA general e-mail: info@lsta.org.uk 

LSTA web site: http://www.lsta.org.uk/ 

LSTA Facebook: www.facebook.com/largssta 

LSC clubhouse weather: - see here 

LSC webcam (slipway etc): - see here  

LYH webcam (view over E/F pontoon) – see here 

 

http://www.largssc.co.uk/sites/default/files/LSC-50-50-club-appln-form.pdf
http://www.largssc.co.uk/sites/default/files/LSC-50-50-s-o-mandate.pdf
http://www.largssc.co.uk/club/partners
https://webcollect.org.uk/sec/index.php?page=login&organisation_id=42
mailto:secretary@largssc.co.uk
mailto:largssc.membership@gmail.com
mailto:secretary@largssc.co.uk
http://www.largssc.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/largssc
http://www.firthofclydecoastalrowingclub.com/
http://scottishsailinginstitute.com/
mailto:info@lsta.org.uk
http://www.lsta.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/largssta
http://www.largssc.co.uk/weather/live
http://www.largssc.co.uk/weather/webcam
http://www.yachthavens.com/largs/our-haven/web-cam/

