LARGS SC NEWS - June 2018
The sailing season is now in full swing, with club racing, sail training, and many
cruising members taking advantage of the recent fantastic weather to sail
everywhere from the west coast of Ireland, to St Kilda, and many points between.
Main topics in this edition:


many congratulations to our commodore Ewan Macpherson, who has been
awarded an MBE in the recent Queen's Birthday Honours List for many
decades of voluntary service to sailing



report on the club Fun Day - Julia and her band of volunteers raised over
£2,000 for club funds. Well done everyone!



RYA Youth Championships - a significant financial benefit to the local North
Ayrshire economy



cruising in company - some great photographs from members



club racing - the summer series have started



50:50 winners for May draw



have you participated in the RYA Membership Satisfaction Survey?



have you updated your data privacy options with the club?



have you paid your 2018 membership subscription, and berthage?



clubhouse summer hours - open every weekday evening, and most of
Saturday and Sunday

Finally, remember you can host your special event in our clubhouse - christenings
to funerals! Talk to Julia or Avril.
Scroll down for much more detail on all these topics, and more.
Gordon Cochrane
Membership Secretary

Largs SC Commodore Ewan Macpherson - MBE
As you may already have seen from the club's Facebook pages, we heartily
congratulate our commodore Ewan Macpherson on being awarded an MBE in
the Queen’s Birthday Honours List for his voluntary service to sailing.
Ewan has been involved in the sport for over 50 years, learning to sail with the
Sea Scouts in Glasgow, then racing dinghies and cruising the west coast of the
UK. After periods abroad, he returned to Largs in the 1990's, and set up a
training centre with the Sea Scouts, and manning the "beach" for major events at Largs SC.
He joined Largs SC's executive committee in 2002, and served his first spell as commodore
2005-6. Work then took Ewan to the Aberdeen area, but he continued to support us, particularly
at major events. He joined the RYA Scotland Council in 2007, and progressed through to his
current position as chairman. Ewan somehow manages to combine this with his second spell as
our commodore, plus still working!
Ewan has dedicated his award to everyone he has worked with during his long career.
“I think this award is a real reflection of everyone I’ve worked with. I’ve been sailing all of my life
and worked with hundreds of people whose efforts have made all this possible. I feel like I’m
accepting this on behalf of all of them."
You can read more on Ewan here - http://www.largssc.co.uk/club/executive.

CLUB FUN DAY - Saturday 12th May
As has already been reported on the club's Facebook page, the Fun Day, conceived and
organised by our wonderful administrator Julia Gibson, was a huge success, with over £2,000
being raised for club funds! Fantastic, and well done Julia, and everyone else who supported the
afternoon, ashore and afloat.
The weather was perfect (well, maybe a wee bit more wind for the sailing tasters would have
been good!), but it certainly brought the crowds to the marina! They enjoyed everything from the
bouncy castle to hook a duck to the jumble, cake stall, the raffle, and so on:
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A highlight of the afternoon was Darth Vader
(a.k.a. Howard Smallwood!) "invading" LSC,
where he was repelled by a barrage of water
balloon throwing young members and friends!
See the video here

At the end of the afternoon, Julia (centre) was presented with some well deserved tokens of
thanks by vice-commodore Marilyn Robertson (second left). Also in the picture - on the left,
Graeme Robertson (LSC secretary/treasurer), and on the right Hilary and former rear
commodore John Connelly, both staunch supporters of LSC.
Again, huge thanks to ALL the volunteers who made a great afternoon such a success - not
least Avril and her team on the BBQ, and behind the bar.
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RYA YOUTHS - ECONOMIC IMPACT ASSESMENT
Members will be well aware that we hosted the RYA Youth National Championships over Easter,
in "challenging" (cool/cold, and windy!) conditions. This event brought together the best young
sailors (under 21) in the UK, with 151 boats and 225 sailors competing in five classes - Laser,
Laser Radial, 420's, 29er skiffs, and Nacra catamarans.

We host these events for the financial benefit of the club, and the club made a useful surplus on
the event - thanks in no small measure to the massive input from our volunteers!
So again, MANY thanks to everyone who contributed to the preparation, planning, and
delivery of the event.
There is also a significant beneficial impact on the local economy of North Ayrshire, and this has
been summarised in an economic impact report prepared by our commodore Ewan
Macpherson. A summary of the man points:


of the 225 sailors, 76% were from England, 13% from Scotland, and 10% from Wales



The event attracted 800 visitors into the area, with an average stay in the area of 7.1
nights. This is a total of 5,700 bed nights. Of this, 765 were in hotels, 1,075 in B&B's,
2,920 in self catering, and 920 in caravans or campervans (we believe no-one camped maybe not surprising in late March / early April!)



the overall income to the area was estimated at £263,000, equivalent to £37,000 per
day. This was spent on accommodation (53%), food and drink (26%), shopping (10%),
and other smaller items



delivering the event involved 200 volunteers, 92 from Largs SC (the others were mainly
parents of the competitors), plus 30 staff from the RYA and support organisations. The
value in kind of this volunteer effort at the National Minimum wage was £77,000 overall,
of which LSC volunteers contributed just under half, £35,500.

Sailing and water based activities have a major benefit to the local economy - previous
studies have shown that their benefit is actually greater than that of golf - so the support of local
organisations and institutions, including Largs Yacht Haven, sportscotland (through the Scottish
Sailing Institute), RYA Scotland, and North ayrshire Council, is very much appreciated.
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SAILING - CRUISING
Many club members have taken advantage of the recent magnificent weather to cruise the
waters of the north western British Isles, from the west coast of Ireland, to St Kilda, in idyllic
conditions! A few photographs from their Facebook postings are below:

St Kilda - an iconic cruising destination, with its unique strain of sheep - and the haunting
abandoned houses, after the evacuation in 1930 - and a temporary visitor!

West coast Ireland
Remember the full 2018 cruise in company programme is now
on the LSC web site. Also, you can see updates on members'
locations, plus lots of hints and tips (e.g. Crinan Canal - Yotspot
are no longer operating, so pilot services are back with private
operators), on the cruising group Facebook page. This is a
"closed" group, open to current members of LSC only. To join,
you have to be a user of Facebook; search for Largs Sailing
Club Cruising, and apply to join.
The next programmed c-in-c is 7th/8th July - more details on
the web site, and cruising group Facebook page in due course.
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West coast sunsets - unbeatable! Craobh Haven left; Ulva Ferry right

New facilities - Scalpay pontoon and bistro (left); Castlebay pontoons (right)

CLUB RACING
REGATTA WEEKEND - the Largs SC Racing Facebook page has
reports and photographs from the DZero, Vortex, and skiff type boats on
19/20 May.
Club racing continues on Sundays and Wednesday evenings - again,
see the Facebook page for the latest information.

THE SOCIAL SIDE / ASHORE
QUIZ NIGHTS - SUMMER BREAK
The 2017-18 winter quiz season concluded with a full
clubhouse enjoying a great evening, hosted by John
and Hilary Connelly, of quiz questions, mixed in with
some fun and games!
Many thanks to all the quizmasters and their
assistants who hosted the monthly evenings over the
winter. Also to Avril and her team, who sometimes
had to cope with many more diners than had booked!
Quiz nights resume in the autumn. See you then!
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50:50 CLUB - MAY DRAW
The 50:50 Club asks members to take a £5 number in a monthly draw, with 50% of the income
being returned in prizes, and 50% being spent on "nice to have" items for the club e.g. the new
furniture, and the larger "smart" tv in the Lookout Lounge. Join in - application forms are
available on the web site - download this application form, and standing order mandate.
April
1st - £60
2nd - £40
3rd - £30
4th - £20

Gib Fitzgibbon
Fiona Currie
Hilary Connelly
Tom Hendry

The winners from the June draw will be announced in due course.

RYA MEMBERSHIP SATISFACTION SURVEY
The RYA are conduction a survey of the views of members and recent members of well over
150 sailing and boating clubs around the UK, and we are participating. This allows us to see
what you think of the club, and how we compare with the other participating clubs.
You should have had an invitation to participate on 1st June, and a more recent reminder, if you
haven't already joined in. The survey closes on 30th June.
Please respond - your opinions are important to us!

NEW DATA PRIVACY REGULATIONS
Many members will have communications from organisations they are registered with, re
updating their data and privacy settings with the new General Data Protection Regulations,
which came into effect on 25th May. These new regulations strengthen the current Data
Protection Act. A key feature is that consent can no longer be assumed - members have to
positively opt in to certain features of the processing and use of their data.
The club's Data Privacy Policy is now on the publications page of our web site - see here.
All members were e-mailed on 22nd May, asking
them to update their data consents. So far, just
over 300 have done so - so over 200 haven't.
Please update your options in terms of us holding
your data, communication options, lists of
members, and photography. I'd really appreciate
members doing this themselves - I've processed the data for
around 250 members, and would hope not to do many more!
Log into WebCollect here, and click on "Access Your Account". Log
in with your e-mail address (the address on which you received this
e-mail), and your password. This will take you to a screen (see top,
right) that has a box on the right hand side entitled "My
family/group". This has several links on the bottom.
Click on either "Details", or "Membership Forms". Both take
you to the same place i.e. membership details for everyone in
your group (middle, right).
At the top will be tabs with everyone in your membership
group. In the box below, go to "Conditions of membership", the
4th topic, and work through your options. You may wish to
review your other information at the same time. Finally, click
"Save" at the bottom. Repeat for all members in your group.
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CLUBHOUSE OPENING HOURS
We are now open every weekday evening, and most of Saturday/Sunday:
Monday

17:30 - 22:30

Cadet and adult sail training, food until
21:30, bar until close)

Tuesday

17:30 - 22:30

Keelboat racing, food until 21:30, bar
until close

Wednesday

17:30 - 22:30

Club racing, food until 21:30, bar until
close

Thursday

17:30 - 22:30

Cadet sail training, food until 21:30, bar
until close

Friday

17:30 - 22:30

Club nights, private functions

Saturday

09:00* to late

Club activities / sailing events / private
functions

Sunday

09:00** to 18:00

Club racing / sailing events

* - Saturdays - no alcohol before 11:00
** - Sundays - no alcohol before 12:30
Last orders 30 minutes before closing time
The staff reserve the right to close early if there are no customers present
Group Bookings - please book in advance to keep staffing costs to a minimum

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Subscriptions were due in January, and there are still a number of members who haven't
renewed. Have you? Check on WebCollect - log in to WebCollect here with the e-mail address
on which you have received this e-news, enter your password, and go from there.
If you are not renewing your subscription, we will be sorry to lose you, but PLEASE let Julia or
myself know, as this saves us a lot of time following this up with you.

Newsletter compiled by Gordon Cochrane, Membership Secretary
Links // Contacting the Club, the LSTA, and other links:
LSC office: 01475 670000
LSC Lookout Lounge / Bar: 01475 670022
LSC general e-mail: secretary@largssc.co.uk
LSC web site: www.largssc.co.uk
LSC Facebook: www.facebook.com/largssc
FoC Coastal Rowing Club: see here
Scottish Sailing Institute: see here

LSTA general e-mail: info@lsta.org.uk
LSTA web site: http://www.lsta.org.uk/
LSTA Facebook: www.facebook.com/largssta
LSC clubhouse weather: - see here
LSC webcam (slipway etc): - see here
LYH webcam (view over E/F pontoon) – see here
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