LARGS SC NEWS - JUL-AUG 2019
An extremely busy fortnight for the club, with the Laser and Topper
National Championships in consecutive weeks!!
This was a massive effort from the club, with over 100 members
helping ashore and afloat - so a HUGE THANK YOU to everyone.
Also to Julia in the office, and Bosun's Table and their catering team.
Feedback from the competitors and families has been very
complimentary, and we look forward to hosting their Nationals in the
future.
122 Lasers and then 234 Toppers meant a total of over 1000 people
in the club - and contributing to the local economy - accommodation,
shopping, dining, and entertaining - Nardini's, Cumbrae and Mount
Stewart were particularly popular! We estimate that over £300k has
gone into the local economy from these events.
We now look forward to:
 Largs Regatta Festival, including the Round Cumbraes and
Two Handed races - 24th-31st August. There is a full social
programme as well!!
 next cruise in company, 24th-25th August
 Musto Skiff Nationals, 5th-8th September.
Scroll down for much more detail on all these topics, and more.
Gordon Cochrane, Membership Secretary
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LARGS SAILING CLUB - LASER AND TOPPER NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS
Largs Sailing Club has had a very busy fortnight, hosting firstly the Laser National
Championships, immediately followed by the Topper National Championships, bringing over
350 sailors and their families to Largs, significantly benefiting the local economy.
These events have
been well over a year
in the planning, but
serious activity got
under way in early
July, with the cleaning
of the Championship
Slipway,
masterminded by
Freddie Moran, with
his secret weapon - a
petrol rotary mower,
to remove the top
growth of seaweed.
This worked
extremely well.
Then, preparing all
the marks and
anchoring kit.

Laser National Championships - 27th July to 2nd August
Lasers are identical dinghies, 4.2 metres (14 feet) long, sailed mainly by older teenagers and
adults. They have one sail, with three size options, 7.0m2, 5.8m2, and 4.7m2, to suit sailors of
different ages, weight, and skill. Whilst this was the UK Nationals, there were numerous
competitors from outside the UK, notably Ireland, and the Netherlands - and as far away as
the Cayman Islands, and Australia!

The weather over the week was a big challenge to Largs SC's race officer David Kent, with
very light winds meaning that no racing was possible on two of the six days. Also, a major
wind shift on one day caused a complete move of the race area from north of Cumbrae into
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the Largs Channel. However, nine races were sailed in total, with some very tight and
competitive sailing.

In total, 122 Lasers competed in the three fleets, with the fleet champions:




Standards (37 entries) - Sam Whaley, Swanage SC
Radials (53 entries) - Jon Emmett, Weir Wood
7.7's (32 entries) - Jack Graham-Troll, Banbury SC / RLymYC

Left - Jon Emmett, Radial Champion

Right - Sam Whaley, Standard Champion
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Topper National Championships - 3rd to 9th August
Toppers are identical small dinghies, 3.4
metres (11 feet) long, sailed mainly by early
teenagers. They have one sail, either 5.3m2
and 4.3m2, to suit sailors of different ages,
weight, and skill. Toppers are an RYA
"Pathway" dinghy, linking the tiny Optimist
dinghy with the Olympic Laser, and Largs SC
has a very active fleet, with 9 club members
entering these Nationals. LSC's Katie McNicol
is pictured right, during the week.

Preparing to launch from the Championship Slipway at the Pencil
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Busy at the first turning mark!

A three masted Topper??
The 183 competitors in the larger 5.3 fleet sailed 6 races
in a league system over the first three days, before
splitting into gold, silver and bronze fleets. Top local
Largs sailor Jamie Briggs was in a very good top quarter
place at this stage, putting him solidly in the gold fleet.
After excellent 12th and 16th places in the first two medal
races, Jamie was unfortunately black flagged for a
premature start in the final race on day 4. The weather
gods then intervened, and day 5 was lost to no wind, then
perversely the final day 6 was lost to too much wind! With
no discard, Jamie was pushed back into 34th place. Ellise
Fitzgerald was even more unfortunate, with two black
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flags in the medal races pushing her down the order. Oliver Wilcox of Chew Valley Lake SC /
Paignton SC was overall 5.3 champion.
In the 5.3 silver fleet, Largs SC members Finlay Herrington and Max Vella were very creditable
2nd and 6th respectively, with a five further young LSC sailors in the bronze fleet gaining
valuable experience for future events.

Intense competition in the 4.2 fleet!
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In the 4.2 fleet, Largs SC's Luca de Jong improved steadily through the week, finishing 11th in
the total fleet of 30. Sam Grayton of Notts County was overall 4.2 champion.

Economic Benefit
In total, over 350 boats and sailors competed in these two events,
each a week long. Whilst a good number of the older Laser sailors
came individually, the great majority of the 234 young Topper sailors
came as a family, so these events brought over 1000 people into the
local economy, requiring accommodation, shopping, feeding, and
entertaining. Many Topper families took the opportunity to spend time
in Largs (Nardini's was popular!), and visit Cumbrae, Mount Stuart,
and other attractions.
In total, our visitors would contribute over £300,000 into the local
economy, a not insignificant amount.

Over 40 caravans and motor homes in the marina boatyard!
Ashore
There was a full programme of social events ashore for the Topper competitors and families,
including a BBQ, Highland Games, and a ceilidh, to give the visitors a real taste of Scotland!
And some great sunsets!
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The Lasers also had a black tie Gala Dinner for 90 in our clubhouse, followed by a ceilidh,
enormously enjoyed by everyone. They too had Highland Games, with an aquatic theme,
including stand up paddleboarding. Much more on this (and the whole event) on their
Facebook page, https://www.facebook.com/UKLaserClassAssociation/.
Largs SC Volunteers, and Supporters

Staging these events is a major effort for the club, and around 100 volunteers ashore and
afloat gave some time to helping at these events, many for the full fortnight, so an enormous
thank you to all of them.
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Particular mention should be made of the club's event convenor, John Connelly, and deputy
Freddie Moran, who have been working on these events for nearly a year! Also many thanks
to the club administrator Julia Gibson, and Bosun's Table, the club's caterer.
Some of the key volunteers are pictured on the previous page, enjoying a well earned glass at
the end of a long but very rewarding fortnight.
See also John Connelly's video on how he "persuades" us to "volunteer" https://www.facebook.com/RYAScotland/videos/714087339026618/

The club also had great support from:


Largs Yacht Haven, everything
from the initial slipway cleaning,
flags etc, to help with final
stowage of marks and
anchorage kits in the container
(right)



Euroyachts, who loaned their
small powerboat (pictured
above) for start and finish line
monitoring, and



Coastworks, for their workboat
used in mark laying.

Many thanks to everyone!
We can't stage events like
this without you!!
There will be a thank you party for event volunteers on Friday 20th September. Details to
follow.
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NO REST FOR THE WICKED - NEXT EVENTS
It's less than a fortnight to Largs Regatta Festival:


Saturday 24th August - round the cans racing for keelboats and dinghies



Sunday 25th August - the famous Round Cumbraes
race



Tuesday 27th August - keelboat racing



Wed/Thu 28th/29th August - dinghy racing



Tue-Thu 27th-29th August - cadet "Hiking Viking"
series



31st August - Two Handed Race, around Arran, or
Holy Isle. There will be a Two Handed Supper on the
Friday evening, £15 including a welcome drink.
Tickets from LYH.

Full details here - https://largsregattafestival.com/regattaracing.
There is also a full social programme (details here),
starting with the RNLI ceilidh in the marquee on Thursday
22nd August. Tickets from Ann Cochrane, 01475 670337, or
LYH.
Then we have the Musto Skiff Nationals - spectacular high
performance single handed dinghies, Thursday 5th to
Sunday 8th September. Come and help, and get a close up
view of the action!

CRUISE IN COMPANY - Sat/Sun 24/25 AUGUST

Eight boats joined the early August cruise in company to the moorings off the Kames Hotel,
and after drinks on the beach, there was a very enjoyable group meal in the Hotel. Many
thanks to Stan and Vivienne Petrie on Memsahib for coordinating this event.
C-in-C 24/25 August - from cruise co-ordinators Colin & Sue Brook, Inclination:
The proposed destination for the weekend cruise is Tarbert. If we have four or more boats
there will be 10% discount on berthing fees. We are hoping to arrange dinner at Starfish
Restaurant, but as yet that is not confirmed.
For any boats wishing to continue into a longer cruise we are proposing a round Arran cruise.
If the weather is not suitable for that staying in Loch Fyne is an alternative.
Early indication of interest would be appreciated by text or phone - 07970 018253.
If you have my email address please feel free to use it if you wish.
We will meet in the club at 9:00 am on Sat 24th August.
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RED DIESEL - RYA / HMRC CONSULTATION
Cruising members will be aware of the long-running
saga of the European Court wanting to end the UK
practice of allowing leisure sailors to use lower taxed red
diesel. If implemented (which may depend on the future
relationship between the UK and the EU), this could
severely affect the availability of red diesel up the west
coast, where there simply isn't the demand to justify
separate tankage for white diesel.
The RYA have issued this bulletin with fuller information,
and how you can comment on this. The consultation
closes on 9th September.
QUIZ NIGHT - FRIDAY 13th SEPTEMBER
Yes, the nights are drawing in (sorry!), and the first quiz night of the new
season is on Friday 13th September.
Quiz master will be Steven Low - so brush up on your music knowledge!

RUSSELL DOUGLAS / ROBERT ELLISON
We very much regret to announce the passing of past commodore (1978-79) Russell Douglas,
and one of our oldest members, Robert Ellison.
Russell sailed a range of boats, including an Enterprise dinghy Thika in the late 1960's, then a
number of small keelboats Running Wild, Reflex, and Introvert. Introvert was a 21' quarter
tonner, jointly owned with Brian Anderson, and Joyce recalls winning the offshore junior race
from Rothesay round the Mull of Kintyre to Crinan! Not sure that 'elf n safety would approve of
such events now in such a small boat …
Robert, with his keelboat Frances Ruth, was a life long berth holder in LYH, advises Carolyn
Elder. He was originally from Yorkshire and moved to Largs with his wife who predeceased
him. A very understated and gentle man who helped all his boating neighbours with their
boats. Always a happy smile and interested in all aspects of marina life. He was liked by
everyone he met and knew.
Our sincere condolences to their families and friends.

Newsletter compiled by Gordon Cochrane, Membership Secretary

Links // Contacting the Club, the LSTA, and other links:
LSC office: 01475 670000
LSC Lookout Lounge / Bar: 01475 670022
LSC general e-mail: secretary@largssc.co.uk
LSC web site: www.largssc.co.uk
LSC Facebook: www.facebook.com/largssc
FoC Coastal Rowing Club: see here
Scottish Sailing Institute: see here

LSTA general e-mail: info@lsta.org.uk
LSTA web site: http://www.lsta.org.uk/
LSTA Facebook: www.facebook.com/largssta
LSC clubhouse weather: - see here
LSC webcam (slipway etc): - see here
LYH webcam (view over E/F pontoon) – see here
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