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COMMODORE’S OUTLOOK
What a relief to finally get back to some normality and see our club activities underway again!
The past two years have been a testing time for everyone, and many clubs have been heavily
impacted both financially and in declining membership. At LSC, we were able to claim
Government Business Interruption Grants which largely made up for lost event and room hire
income, and allowed us to evaluate how we could offer better value to members in the future.
An ongoing challenge for the club’s executive committee has always been our bar and
catering offering, and several recent attempts to solve this were still falling short of members
expectations. So, the decision was taken to “go back to basics”, revert to a simple club bar
license and build a team of volunteers to run the bar and provide an honesty café,
supplemented by a range of outside caterers able to provide food for specific events. You can
read more about this below, and it is good to see this approach being met by thumbs up from
many users so far!
Club on-the-water activities, many of which were maintained (within complex and changing
restrictions) during the pandemic, are now returning to normal, and it is great to see boats out
on the water most weekday evenings, with club training and racing programmes being enjoyed
by all. Keelboat racing, organised by FYC, is also underway, and summer cruising schedules
will be available soon. Many of our cadets are travelling again to RYA events across the UK,
and you can read more about all of this below. Our rowers continue to flourish and enjoy
regular rowing sessions and the comfort of our clubhouse afterwards. Canoeists and kayakers
can be seen most Tuesday evenings, again, enjoying a chat in the clubhouse after their
paddle. Together with the Marina, we have agreed to allow the Scottish Canoe Club access to
the championship slip for a demo of surf-skiing on May 29th, and they will clean a section of
the slip in preparation for this. They are planning a Round Cumbrae Kayak later in the year
which the club will be paid to support.
So, we really are evolving into the active Watersports Hub, envisaged during members
consultations 4 years ago and the executive continues to build the funding application to
sportscotland to support improvements in our (ageing) clubhouse to fully provide for this.
Meanwhile, we received a grant of £10,000 from North Ayrshire Council as part of the Ayrshire
Growth Deal, to buy equipment to support events. Our brand new trailer, the Beach Race
Office, will be put into service soon to provide slipway support for club racing and the major
events we are hosting this year. There is much more about these events later in this
newsletter.
None of the club’s activities would be possible without you, the members, who volunteer and
give your time and energy to keeping us on the go. We are seeing new members join this
volunteer effort with great enthusiasm, bringing their skills, experience and ideas to grow and
improve our club. The executive thanks all of you and we look forward to a good season
ahead.
Marilyn Robertson
LSC Executive Committee 2022 - more details and contact information here
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AFLOAT
CLUB RACING
Regular club racing is in full swing, on Sunday afternoons, and Wednesday evenings. More
details on the racing page of our web site, and the LSC Racing Facebook page.
Photos from LSC Racing Facebook page – Josh Kerr, David Williams
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YOUTH SAILING (from youth representative Louise Russell)
A strong team of 24 junior Scottish sailors supported by RYA Scotland including our very own
Robbie Burns, headed south to Rutland SC for the 2022 RYA Eric Twiname Championships
held over the early May bank holiday weekend. The Scottish team included 6 Largs sailors
chosen by RYAS to represent Scotland at this, the battle of the RYA regions junior event.
The Scots were competing across
the Feva, Optimist, Topper and
Windsurfing classes. This year
was the first time the event had
taken place since 2019, and for
many of the sailors it was their first
and for some their only chance of
competing at the "ETs" event. The
regatta enjoyed beautiful early
summer weather, however after a
winter of hard training most of the
Scots had hoped for more wind
than materialised over the
weekend.
There were two sailors from
Largs in the Optimist class.
Cara Russell finished 12th
overall and 3rd girl, with
Kate Shelley an excellent
53rd in this her first big fleet
Oppie event.
In the even larger Topper
fleet, Ruairi Herrington was
the top Largs sailor in 16th,
Finley Briggs 41st,
Charlotte McNicol 88th and
new Largs member Rohan
O'Kane 99th.
Despite some excellent performances from the Scottish team, sadly we did not bring the
trophy back over the border. The overall winners were the London and the South East region.
Much fun was had by all sailors both on and off the water, with many new friendships and
memories made along the way. A particular hit with the sailors were the free ice creams from
the ice cream van on Saturday afternoon!

Photos - Andrew Russell and British Youth Sailing
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CLUB TRAINING (from Julia Gibson)
Phil Alderson is the new Principal of LSTA, having taken over from Johnathan Briggs at the
end of last year. Many thanks to Johnathan for doing a marvellous job over the past few years.
Sail training – we have 26 cadets on Thursdays, 13 teenagers on Mondays and 14 adults
sailing on Mondays too. Out of that we have 5 new Assistant Instructors who were put through
their paces at the beginning of term, and we are working on passing a few more during this
season. Over the winter we gained 3 new fully qualified Dinghy Instructors, with 3 more lined
up to do a Dinghy Instructor course this May.
We have around 50 members who are either regular instructors or regular helpers in LSTA,
which is fantastic.

We ran a very successful children’s Beginners Weekend at the end of April, and are looking to
run another one on the weekend of 4/5 June, which will also cover children’s stage 2.
Our weekly cadet sessions are currently full up, and we have a long waiting list of keen sailorsto-be.
It has been lovely this past few years to see third generation sailors joining our cadets. A lot of
our members have brought their grandchildren along to the sailing courses, and I think the
grandparents have enjoyed watching them as much as much as the children have enjoyed
taking part!
We will be running a five day summer course starting Monday 8 August. Details on this are still
to be finalised. We will let members know when this is to be advertised.
Other training – 22 members,
including instructors, berth holders
and scout leaders took part in the
two First Aid courses we ran over the
winter. Safety boat and power boat
courses were also held.
Volunteering – particularly in fund
raising and grant applications –
training is a massive part of keeping
this club active, and encouraging
future members, and we are always looking for new help. We have a couple of parents who
recently have either applied for grants or have encouraged their workplace to sponsor some
courses, and this has been a massive help. However we are looking to find a member who
has some experience in grant application, or has a small amount of spare time to look into this
on behalf of LSTA, to help them acquire some funding by sourcing a grant of some sort that
would help LSTA purchase some more dinghies and thus enable them to take on more cadets.
If anyone, member or parent, is interested in taking on this volunteer role please get in touch
with Julia in the office who will put you in touch with the LSTA team.

5

CRUISING (from cruising members Ann and Gordon Cochrane)
Although individual members have continued their cruising activities, our cruising group has
been rather dormant since Covid struck in March 2020. We did manage a cruise in company
to Rhu last August, with (a record?) 12 boats and 32 members and guests participating. A
good reach to Rhu on Saturday was followed by drinks and nibbles in Rhu's marquee, then we
all repaired to the Ardencaple Hotel for a group meal in their function room. (The ice cream
sundaes were good!) Lots of good craic, and new friends made! Most boats headed home on
Sunday, but others stayed on in Rhu, then to other destinations later in the week.

Last August’s turnout shows we have a demand within the club for the weekend cruises in
company, but we need volunteers to come forward and offer to lead such weekends, please –
we are now the only remaining members of the cruising sub-committee, as the other four
couples have either moved marinas, away from Largs, or retired from sailing. Contact us on
largssc.membership@gmail.com, and we’ll have a chat.
A reminder also that we communicate within the group on our Facebook page, and a
WhatsApp group. To join the Facebook page, which is private, as we post current cruise
locations and plans, you have to be a current member of LSC, and a FB user. Search FB for
Largs Sailing Club Cruising, and apply to join.
The WhatsApp group was set up for shorter messages, particularly for areas with poor
connectivity. To join, send your request and mobile number to Julia at
secretary@largssc.co.uk.
Remember also that there is a huge amount of general information on cruising in the Clyde
and beyond on the cruising page of the LSC web site, here.

WELCOME ANCHORAGES 2022 NOW AVAILABLE!
The immensely useful Welcome Anchorages 2022 edition is now
available, after missing last year – copies are available in LYH
reception etc.
Bigger and even better than before! Well done Alistair Vallance.
You can also download it – see http://www.welcomeanchorages.co.uk/

FYC WINE TASTING (from Marilyn Robertson)
The social side of cruising activities opened with our clubhouse hosting Fairlie Yacht Club’s
wine tasting. Our guide, the “Wine Guy” Guy Chatfield, took us through an interesting selection
of wines, talking us through the intricacies of vinification, ably demonstrated through 5 wines
supplied in abundance. A great buffet, provided by Brian at the Village Inn kept our tastebuds
receptive. Thanks to Fairlie Yacht Club for organising and of course, to our great volunteers for
running the bar and generally making our club open and welcoming to all.
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BON VOYAGE INCLINATION!
After a dozen plus years in LYH, and
membership of Largs SC, including a
major input into our cruising group, we
said cheerio to Colin and Sue Brook's
Hanse "Inclination" over Easter
weekend, as they are moving to
pastures new on the south coast. Colin
and son Henry are moving the boat
south in stages, via Bangor, Peel, and
the Welsh coast, and are now in
Neyland, near Milford Haven. Ann
Cochrane presented them with
something to help them on their way –
or celebrate arriving in Portland!
Bon Voyage Colin and Sue, and Henry, many thanks for all the memories, safe passages, and
hope our tracks cross in the future.
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EVENTS (from Marilyn Robertson and Gordon Cochrane)
We have a busy programme of events over the coming months, with:
•
•
•
•
•

One Design Regatta – 21-22 May
Fife Regatta – 10-17 June
RYAS Youth and Junior Championships 18-19 June
Optimist Nationals – pre-training 28-29 July; racing 30 June – 5h August
Largs Regatta Festival – 26-28 August

More details below! We will need help with all of these
events, afloat and ashore, so please look out for requests,
and help if you can.

ONE DESIGN REGATTA – 21-22 MAY
We have a full house of 60 entrants, with D-Zeros, Lasers,
RS200s, RS 400s, and Musto Skiffs. Come and watch the
racing from the clubhouse!

THE RICHARD MILLE FIFE REGATTA – 10-17 JUNE
Originally scheduled for 2020 and postponed
due to Covid, the William Fife designed
yachts return to their home waters this
summer. This fifth major gathering of the
classic yachts, built and launched from the
boat yard of William Fife & Sons at Fairlie in
the late 19th and early 20th centuries, will take
place from 10th to 17th June, and will have a
record 24 yachts participating.
LSC has been involved in the preparation for
this Regatta, hosting the event planning
office since March and agreeing to become
the Organising Authority for the racing. The
club will also be the social hub for the event,
and from Monday June 6th onwards the bar
will be open every evening to welcome
visiting yachts and crews. Members are
encouraged to come along and enjoy the
buzz that this great Regatta creates.
The programme of racing will offer many
opportunities to watch these spectacular
yachts in action. On Saturday June 11th, they
will race around the Cumbraes, starting and
finishing at Largs Yacht Haven. Our clubhouse
will be a perfect land based viewing place for
this or you may wish to take to the water and
watch the action at closer quarters – taking
care to respect the official race area of course!
The last time the Fifes came to Largs in 2013,
many of us joined the fleet afloat, and were
rewarded with some memorable images and
experiences of the day.
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On Sunday June 12th, the yachts
will be racing from Largs to
Rothesay and on Tuesday June
14th there will be a Parade of Sail
from Rothesay to Kames, and race
to Portavadie. Finally, on June 16th,
there will be a race back to Largs
from Loch Fyne before the final
race on Friday June 17th, around
the Kings Course, North of Great
Cumbrae, starting and finishing off
Largs Yacht Haven.
The full event schedule is available here, and the list of entrants, built between 1887-1950 is
here. In addition to the many gorgeous smaller Fifes, which you will be able to see on the
pontoons, there are half a dozen “big” Fifes, 80 feet LOA and over – Kentra (105’), Mariella
(80’), Mariquita (96’). Moonbeam III and Moonbeam IV (both 105’), and the Lady Anne (82’).
We look forward to welcoming these classic racing and cruising thoroughbreds, many of which
continue to be sailed around the world as the epitome of classic yacht design. It is always a
very special occasion, when they return “home” and sail the Clyde so, put the dates in your
diaries and make sure not to miss the sights and sounds of the Fife Regatta 2022.
See the full sailing programme on page 14 of this newsletter.
Photos courtesy Marc Turner – more of Marc’s great photos on the Fife Regatta Facebook
page – The Fife Regatta | Facebook.

RYA SCOTLAND YOUTH AND JUNIOR CHAMPIONSHIPS 18-19 JUNE
The event will be hosted by Largs SC on 18/19
June, with championship fleets for Optimists,
Toppers, Technos, 29ers and iQFOiL.
There will be a regatta fleet for Optimist and
Toppers which is a great opportunity for those
new to racing to gain experience of this event with
the support of a coach.

OPTIMIST NATIONALS – RACING 30 JULY – 5 AUGUST

There will be pre-training 28-29 July, and the Nationals themselves will run from Saturday 30th
July to Friday 5th August. We expect north of 250 entries, so it will be a busy time!
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ASHORE
CLUBHOUSE AND BAR OPENING HOURS
The building is open every day from 8am and will close at the following times:
Monday

- 10 pm (or earlier if cadets cancelled)

Tuesday

- 10 pm (or earlier if FYC racing and kayaks are cancelled) Bar - 8pm to 10pm

Wednesday - 10 pm (or earlier if racing cancelled)

Bar - 8pm to 10pm
Bar - 8pm to 10pm

Thursday

- 9.30 pm (or earlier if cadets cancelled) Bar - 8pm to 10pm

Friday

- 5.30 pm (later if a function is on)

NO BAR unless members notified

Saturday

- 5.30 pm (later if a function is on)

NO BAR unless members notified

Sunday

- 5.30pm

Bar - 3.30pm until 5.30 pm

Remember members can access coffee, soft drinks and snacks at any time when the
clubhouse building is open.
Members are welcome to make tea and coffee in the Lookout Lounge. Honesty box. Members
can also bring toasties, soup etc from Bosuns and enjoy in our lounge. Kids can entertain
themselves in the Snug, with its toy box.
On Tuesday mornings, 10am-noon, many members meet for a hot drink and a natter. Join us!
The clubhouse and bar will also be open as notified for club socials and training.
When using the changing rooms please remember not to leave any kit in there.
Any queries please contact the office on secretary@largssc.co.uk.

QUIZ NIGHT - FRIDAY 13th MAY (from Gordon Cochrane)
The first quiz night for what seems like ages was a roaring success, with around 50 members
and guests enjoying the buffet prepared by Steven and Ann Low, and served by Louise
Russell and Samantha King, with Carol Alderson manning the bar.

Another 10 or so quizzers joined us for the subsequent quiz by rower John McFarlane, making
over 60 in total, in 14 teams (a record??).

The mid quiz break was enlivened by a round of stand up (or sit down!) bingo.
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An excellent evening all round, and huge thanks to all the volunteers who contributed to a
really fun evening. It was so good to see another club tradition resume!

50:50 CLUB (from Ann Cochrane)
The 50:50 Club asks members to take a
£5 number in a monthly draw, with 50%
of the income being returned in prizes,
and 50% being spent on "nice to have"
items for the club e.g. the new furniture,
and the larger "smart" tv in the Lookout
Lounge. The draw for May was made at
the quiz night, with the following winners:
Remember you have to be in it to win it!
Forms are available on the web site download the application form, and
standing order mandate.

MEMBERSHIP MATTERS (from Gordon Cochrane)
HONORARY MEMBERSHIP FOR JOHN CONNELLY
The club is delighted to award honorary membership to
John Connelly, a long standing member who, with Bob
Byers, conducted a “stand-back” review of the club 10
years ago, which resulted in significant changes to our
operation, and cost savings. He and Bob also came up with
the idea of the discount card, and John was the main driver
in persuading so many local businesses to sign up. The
card has brought both major benefits to members, and also
increased our membership by around 100.
John went on to “put his money where his mouth was”, as
rear commodore (house), organising (with Hilary) many
very successful social events, and dealing with all the domestic issues that came with that
position. He then served until very recently as major events convenor, masterminding several
large (and very successful) national championships, and numerous smaller events.
Afloat, John and Hilary sailed their keelboat “Aztec” around Ireland, and many other places.
More recently, they have been sailing catamarans – John’s artificial hip notwithstanding!
John and Hilary have recently decided to join their son and young family in Australia, and we
are sure that all club members much appreciate his (and Hilary’s) major input into the club,
and wish them well in their new life down under.
SUBSCRIPTION REMINDER
A reminder that subscriptions were due on 1st March – our membership year now runs from
March to the following February. Subscriptions are reduced by 10% from last year, so if you
haven’t paid, please log into your membership on WebCollect and do so. Thanks!
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ELLEN MacARTHUR CANCER TRUST - SUMMER TRIP ASSISTANT
The Ellen MacArthur Cancer Trust is a
national charity that inspires young
people aged 8-24 to believe in a brighter
future living through and beyond cancer,
and operates from bases in Cowes and
Largs.
Would like to do something a bit
different this summer? Being a Trust
Summer Trip Assistant could be the
thing. From May to September, Summer
Trip Assistants get hands-on in
everything to ensure young people have
the trip of their lives! These roles are
perfect for someone who's just finished exams, is home from uni/college or just wants a
rewarding summer job helping us! Check out the link to read the full job
description. https://www.ellenmacarthurcancertrust.org/work-with-us/trip-assistant
If you are interested, please contact Lorna MacDonald, Operations Administrator, North on
01475 672770 or 07985 723443, or lorna.macdonald@emcancertrust.org

FIRTH OF CLYDE COASTAL ROWING CLUB (from Louise McCarron)
Our 10th year of rowing started
with an amazing surge in
membership as we worked
through our Covid Waiting List,
with every single person who
had a Trial Session choosing to
join the club. Membership has
been temporarily capped at
100 as we build our capacity
through our Cox Training
Programme, exploring
Maintenance Facility options,
the activities of our Training &
Safety Group & Maintenance
Team (including RNLI man overboard training), renovating the skiffs and replacing 10 year old
equipment.
We’re also celebrating our Youth, some of
whom have been training three times a week,
even during exams, as we prepare for the
Skiffie World Championships in the
Netherlands next month. They have been in
the medals at the last three World
Championships, so no pressure! Though
medals might be a stretch for the adults, we
too look forward to representing the club and
giving it our all (and partying with the Dutch!)
Worthy of celebration too is our relationship with LSC. Foccrs always happily turning out in
numbers (agreed – Ed!) for slip cleaning, litter picking, manning safety boats, LSC quiz nights
and enjoying and appreciating the absolutely wonderful Lounge, HK Training Room, Live
Weather, Webcam and support in general.
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OCEAN YOUTH TRUST SCOTLAND (from Lucie Aitkenhead)

Interested in sailing on a 72ft ocean going yacht? Sea staff wanted!
Ocean Youth Trust Scotland is a leading youth work charity and floating outdoor education
centre. Through our adventurous residential sailing voyages and with the help of hundreds of
volunteers, we support young people aged 12-25 to realise their true potential.
Over 700 young people from a diverse range of backgrounds sail with us each year for 5 or 7
days at a time. Working with groups and individuals, we support schools, young carers, youth
groups, young people with additional support needs, sailing clubs and many more.
Largs Sailing Club has had
a long relationship with
OYTS. Last week I had a
great chat with David
Howie, remembering a trip
we did in the 70’s, when I
was a LSC cadet, and he
was a volunteer first mate.
Roaring down the Sound of
Mull in huge seas, on a 53ft
ocean going racing yacht –
terrifying and exhilarating at
the same time!
OYTS are currently looking
for Sea Staff, both
permanent full time
positions of Skipper and
First Mate, and volunteers
to sail as sea staff. If you
have your RYA Yachtmaster, or if you are working towards it, this could be a great opportunity
for you; you will make lasting memories for yourself and the young people in your charge.
For more information, e-mail office@oytscotland.org.uk, browse the web site here, or if you
would like an informal chat, contact me on lucie.aitkenhead@oytscotland.org.uk.
Lucie Aitkenhead, Chair, OYT Scotland
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CASTLE CRAIGS CANOE CLUB (from Sinclair Molloy)
The CCCC sea kayaking club has social paddles from our slipway on Tuesday evenings, and
the later evening in our clubhouse. They have winter training sessions in the Auchenharvie
(Stevenston) pool, also on Tuesday evenings, at 7:30.
They are very happy to offer taster sessions to any LSC members, but please contact Sinclair

in advance on 01294 829711 or 07864 517127.
See also the comments in Marilyn’s Commodore’s Outlook re the Scottish Canoe Club’s
demo of surf skiing on Sunday 29th May.

THE RICHARD MILLE FIFE REGATTA – 10-17 JUNE – FULL PROGRAMME

DATE

WHAT’S HAPPENING

WHERE THE YACHTS WILL
BE

Friday 10th June

Registration – Largs Sailing Club

Berthed at Largs Yacht
Haven or at anchor

Saturday 11th June

Race round Cumbraes, starting
and finishing off Largs Yacht
Haven

Berthed at Largs Yacht
Haven or at anchor

Sunday 12th June

Race from Largs to Rothesay

Berthed at Rothesay
Harbour or at anchor

Monday 13th June

Reserve Day

Berthed at Rothesay
Harbour or at anchor

Tuesday 14th June

Parade of Sail to Kames, and
Race to Portavadie

Berthed at Portavadie

Wednesday 15th June

Reserve or Challenge Day

Berthed at Portavadie

Thursday 16th June

Race to Largs

Berthed at Largs Yacht
Haven or at anchor

Friday 17th June

Racing “The Kings Course”,
starting and finishing off Largs

Berthed at Largs Yacht
Haven or at anchor

Newsletter collated by Gordon Cochrane, membership / cruising / publicity

Links // Contacting the Club, the LSTA, and other links:
LSC office: 01475 670000
LSC Lookout Lounge / Bar: 01475 670022
LSC general e-mail: secretary@largssc.co.uk
LSC web site: www.largssc.co.uk
LSC Facebook: www.facebook.com/largssc
FoC Coastal Rowing Club: see here

LSTA general e-mail: info@lsta.org.uk
LSTA web site: http://www.lsta.org.uk/
LSTA Facebook: www.facebook.com/largssta
LSC clubhouse weather: - see here
LSC webcam (slipway etc): - see here
LYH webcam (view over E/F pontoon) – see here
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